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How one entrepreneur' organic
plant foods are showing a way
beyond chemicals in the garden

don't k.now wnat it 1S, but SOlIlt="
(hillg about the sweet smdl of
seaweed makes my mouth wmer.
Per hap, it's in my blood - Higgins
lJlean~ 'i::lkin to Viking', dllO my
Nordic anC~SLOrs would cert~inly

have come across « fair arnO\iOl of it Oi.1
their tnsvds.
Farmel·S whO Lived n~ar tnc:: coa;{thnc
h<1\'~us~d sca.w~J on their =,.o~s !ur
hundn:ds of years, until £bey
Wert: pcrsu:.ld.:d to cbunge W
chemicals In rec~nt dccude:s,
it has been sidelined. whether
thor's due tu th~ compaIdtive
convenience of commercial
dlt:mical fec:cs or the incrc:as-
lllA: breakdown of th\.' ouce
symbiotic relationship bc·
tWc~n farmers iU1dthe land.
Seaweed is a wonder pw.nl

with :~ nu~e rangto' of ..ll)e~,
tWIll proce:,scd [ooas such
as yoghurt, chocolate milk,
. calm drult\s to qual- ~
it}' C~rman Ot..-cr.It's also
used in cosmetics &nd
h~s evc:n becn toutt(1
~s a pus.5iblc oio[uC:
uf lh~ future,
it rC:JlIy CtHIlt:S

into its own
In the gar-
lh:iU, huw-
evcr, Adding -'
a sc.."Iweed
ffil:al to tl

• For more, see www.neutrog
Ie. For mOTe information on
setlw~ed, check out www.
seaw~ed.ic.

n~r 'IS a slow·release, natural
f""d which willilive your lawn
health)' sustained growlh, un-
like chemical fertilisers, whieh
IlIV"quick upward growth that
doesn'llast', Niall says.
'All our products help the

de,c,opment of heallhy, well-
SlJ'UctUIed soils and promote
mit..:robwl and eanhworru ac·
tivity_ This l"ads 10 healthy
soils, and I beli"ve healthy soil
cquals h"althy plants:

Th" fact that his is a.r.
Irish compauy sou.rc-
iug ib raw materials
h~re. manufactunng
hert: and emp oying
peoplt:, is something

to consider when you're shop.
ping. He also ,~lIs his fertilis-
t:fS to farmc:rs and commercia.
users .
I even asked :-liallto mvent a

non-peat-hased compost, which
1believe would fill a gap in Ih"
marl<~t, and ['m confident he
will have something Corme b..~
fore long
Fm" me he is a garden hero, a

tel'm I normally reserve for the
likes of ladybirds, lacewings
lUlu bees, who all work away
quit:::llydoing sume of the nlOst
importunt work of nature. In a
funny way, thai's what Niall is
dving hy offering natural solu-
tions to natural problems.

www.eugenehiggins.ie

this mllnurc bOu discovcre\.l an
Austr •.•JUtu ~mll;.any, Neutro~
FenHi~l~, tl~t wa:; SUl;Cc~S'
fuUy mft!\.ing premmm .fcrtihs-
ers .Jsmg chiL:J<etl nU.ullire .1S
tne main in~edicl1~:
Ni;,J1 took th~ plunK" and

rraveJ1ed lU Aust:-a!lll tu le •.fn
.Ilore a.oout LtJ"~ ousmt."5S. Be'
Wkt::;.so llliprcsse.l1, he occlded
:0 set up _·cml"og FerulibCfb
lrdM~d, \.'nl..:h i~ a •.:~u.se-tl
rni1nu •.a~rul"ing nud mb.l"k~ung
company ~or N~utrog prod-
ucts, lOcluctiJ:g Seamungu:).
My fiJ.Vhurite Se&mungus

pr.)dllct .l5C"l;l. ~..:3wcc::d t'rom
LOJ1Uemb.ra . .;hi,;K~ll liUc-f a..'1d
~oalau:,\.
NWI! 3::&)'Sits iu~l fu!' ~TO\\i~

ing yuur own ve~et£tbit;~. llb il
is hi6:1 hI urgllni~ matter and
has the: fuB 1"an~euf traCe d·
cmenlS, not 0 mentiun thl·
iJrO\iwUl .stj:nutan.ts you K~-:'
frum tht': s~wt:cd
1Ie also Cws a fuii fangt: of

l1011-cht:mkal Jt;;tilisers th.ut
prodde an excellent Irish-pro-
dUCed. ultcnWlilJc ou the ~ard-c:J.
Ct:iutre shelf Hi:;.Rap~d l{aiscl'
is ill} ·(l11~purpo5eurgallic fer-
tili::,cl·' ~n pelld 10rm. and t e
wundcrluU;' titled Blade Hun-

uptake- of inoq;ani(; \,;onstitu-
cnb from tht: ~H)iJ and more
resistance to ::;U·CSS f.:oIlditions.
Prt:'tlY imprt::ssivc. and it's
completely n.:tturaL
In any case, it probablY conies

a~ Hnlt:: ~urprise that 1 have
succumbdd tu th~ wonucrti of
tile slipptry SlUff, c.nduse It VB
my lawn. pl&JJ.ts and tret:s with
superb r(:sult~.
One man wno's oJumg amaz-

ing, thiugs wuh seaweed is N:·
all Reynold" all Ag. Se)('nc~
graduate who kft his Car~l,jrin
(T when the l'~ccssi(Jn slru.:k
and is now rUllllll1g a busine~s
creatmg organic plant sup~r·
food llSing ~eawecd, chicken
In8J1UrC and numic acid trum
coal.
Over a CUI')nf coff~ 1"~cent-

lV, Niall to d ate: 'MY' family
are heavily invulved in fann-

t mg, an sume years back m}'
farht:r, H.ay, set up C:t frC't..••.range
i egg unll on the f",r1l1.
, 'One Ot the issuc:) with allY

1 poultry farm is how to get rid
of lh~ manure. I had not ked
that any time he spreaU the
hen manure on the li:tnd. tht
~rowth W;;IS amazing. 'I did
some t't:$t:::.;:Jn.'11Oil j,ow to utili~

liHh~ soi) improves tile SOlI's
water I"'Clention ~Hd pro\'idt:~
s~arcc l1Ulr~ents and trUCt: d~·
mellts.
On top at that, there ffi:J.;

~ growth-promolin~ eitecr~
due to natun~J ~ubstanccs UI
tn~ ticuw\::ed: ::iimplc org~nil:

compounds calkd
betain~.s. They t'.avc
an cxtraordinlU">'
range of e[fec(~
on crops i.ncJuuing
impruved yield.
benc!" frusl
resislanc..:,
increased

SHORE
-rHING: Niall
Reynolds VwiUl
hrs seaweOO
ana Chicken
manure·based
produCtS

http://www.neutrog
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